
Roderick John "Rod" Niesen
September 19, 1937 - January 6, 2023

Roderick John Niesen surrounded by his loving family, left this earth for his
heavenly home, January 6, 2023. Born the son of Dr. Leonard and Margaret
Niesen, September 19, 1937. He was predeceased by his parents, Sister
Judy Moront and Brother Robert Niesen. 
He spent the first 3 years of his life at Potts Memorial, now known as
Adventist Nursing Home where his father was the resident physician. The
family moved to Hudson NY on Allen Street when his father set up private
practice. 

 Rod attended St Mary’s School and became a choir and altar boy at St.
Mary’s Church in Hudson NY. 
He graduated from CBA High School in 1956. It was during these years he
was well known for his athletic ability in basketball and baseball as a pitcher.
He attended St Michaels College in Vermont and it was during this time that
he met his future wife Carole Vorgang who was a student nurse at Columbia
Memorial Hospital. He entered the army in 1959 training at Fort Dix NJ and
later at Fort Gordon, Georgia as a military policeman. He was stationed in
France and was on the championship basketball team and championship
baseball team as a pitcher. He married Carole January 16, 1960 and was a
salesman for Singer Sewing Machine Co. prior to becoming an advertising
salesman for the Hudson Register Star Newspaper and later circulation
manager. In 1969 he went into business with John Sharpe and Roger Miner
as NSM Central Business Service/Collection Agency which he later brought



and established the Hudson Credit Bureau Inc. 
He was a member of the following organizations: 
SPOUT - Director and chairman of membership, Community Chest Board of
Directions, Vice President, President and Campaign Drive Director. Knights of
Columbus, 3rd degree knight , St. Mary’s Parish Council – member and usher
(known as the candy man to the children and guess why ) Youth committee
chairman – was able to obtain many student teachers from Columbia Greene
Community College to assist at school. Hudson Lions Club member since
1973 – served on the board of directors, President 1978-1979 and 1994-1995.
Editor of the Lions Whisper. Lion of the year 1980-1981 and attended the
International Lion’s Convention in Japan in 1974. Hudson Middle School,
Hudson High School and Greenport School PTA member. Harts Little League
manager/coach 1964-1975. Past member of Columbia Golf and Country Club.
Past Director of Auger Lake Association, Keeseville, NY Director of the
Hudson Boys Club, Hudson NY 1968. Was voted man of the year 1973,
president 1975 at a time when the boys club had only $67 dollars in their
account and was under threat of being closed. Camp Anderson property was
still unused. Rod had a party to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Club at
the old Elks Club where 300 young and old celebrated and enjoyed
memorabilia of the past. The board obtained funding from large corporations
which helped to offset expenses and helped to refurbish the club. The Club
opened its doors on Wednesday Nights for girls. In 1975 he set up the Girls
Softball League in Columbia County consisting of nine teams ages 13-15. The
League consisted of coaches, umpires, managers, and bands. He is known as
the father of girls’ softball. Highly successful and much needed, the Junior
girls League still exists today. The Senior Girls Softball League was
established in 1976. Later is 1977 the Women’s Softball League asked Rod to
help reorganize their league. He was a lifetime member of the Federation of
the Polish Sportsmen Club. Past Board of director and enjoyed going to
shoots and events with this family. 
Rod received the JC’s Distinguished Service Award in 1975 for outstanding



community service. 
Carole and Rod traveled both aboard and near. They especially traveled
consistently to Potsdam for Basketball games for 38 years including visits to
St. Rose, CBA and Hudson High School. Rod enjoyed family vacations to
Cape Cod, Auger Lake and just spending time at his pool and hosting the
annual family picnic. He still found lots of time to be a great friend, uncle,
father, grandfather and husband. 

 He is survived by his loving wife of almost 63 years Carole. Sons Tim (Mary
Beth), Roddy (Terra), Bill (Michelle) and Gregory. Grandchildren Michael
(Katie), Megan, Nicole, Jake, along with Dakota and Ashley Cohn, and Tucker
Banios, several nieces and nephews and his cat Cali. 
We will miss your smile, laughter (especially over your own jokes), your love,
kindness, and caring. Have fun up there! In Lieu of flowers Contributions can
be made to: Holy Trinity Parish, Hudson Lions Club or 
Federation of Polish Sportsman’s Club. 
Calling hours will be from (3-7) pm on Friday January 13, 2023 at the Sacco
Funeral Home 700 Town Hall Drive. A Mass of Christian Burial will be
Celebrated Saturday 10:00am on January 14, 2023 at Holy Trinity Parish 429
E. Allen St. Hudson. Burial with Military Honors will follow in Cedar Park
Cemetery.



Previous Events

Calling Hours

JAN 13. 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Sacco Funeral Home
700 Town Hall Dr
Hudson, NY 12534
(518) 828-5000
smvfh700@gmail.com
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/

Mass of Christian Burial

JAN 14. 10:00 AM - 10:55 AM (ET)

Holy Trinity Parish/ St. Mary's Church
429 East Allen St.
Hudson, NY 12534

Committal Prayers

JAN 14. 11:15 AM - 11:45 AM (ET)

Cedar Park Cemetery
20 Columbia Tpke.
Hudson, NY 12534
(518) 828-0517

mailto:smvfh700@gmail.com
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/
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Ted Miner - January 21, 2023 at 11:21 AM

Deepest sympathy...

Sheila and Mike Nytransky - January 14, 2023 at 07:46 PM

Our sincere sympathies and love to Carole and family- Rod was one
of a kind - and he will be so missed. - may he Rest In Peace 

Kathy Corsi - January 13, 2023 at 06:02 PM

Roddy Terra and family our deepest condolences to you and yours.
Hugs. Pete and Kathy Corsi

Michael and Megan - January 11, 2023 at 01:31 PM

Michael and Megan purchased the Ocean Breez
e Spray for the family of Roderick John "Rod"
Niesen.

January 10, 2023 at 08:18 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Roderick John "Rod" Niesen.

https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Jeanna Macfarlane Stanchuk - January 09, 2023 at 08:58 PM

Rod could light up a room, and will be missed by all that knew him.
Sending love and condolences to Carol and the entire Niesen family

Tim Hutchings - January 09, 2023 at 07:17 PM

Very sorry for your loss to Rod and family

Patricia (Hoffman) Belterman - January 09, 2023 at 06:05 PM

Worked with Rod years ago at the Register-
Star. He will surely be missed. Always had a
smile on his face and was friendly to
everyone he came across. My condolences
and prayers to the family.

Penny paquette - January 09, 2023 at 05:22 PM

The memory I will always hold in my heart is when I was taking care
of Roderick on 6m he looked up at me and said I have the most
beautiful wife in the world he was so proud of his wife and the love
that I felt when he would talk about her .R.I.P Roderick ypu will be
missed .
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Sincerely: Kevin & Evelyn Gaylord - January 09, 2023 at 04:59
PM

Sincerely: Kevin & Evelyn Gaylord purchased the
Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of Roderick
John "Rod" Niesen.

January 09, 2023 at 12:54 PM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Roderick John "Rod" Niesen.

Michael Seider - January 09, 2023 at 12:05 PM

Such a great man and family You had the greatest disposition and
always made me feel so very welcome in your house God Bless you
Carole and Tim Roddy Billy and Gregory

Patricia LaValley - January 08, 2023 at 09:54 PM

No matter where I met up with Rod he always had a joke for me and
a lot of laughter. Rod you will surely be missed by the community.
RIP my friend.

https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 08, 2023 at 09:43 PM

Love's Journey was purchased for the family of
Roderick John "Rod" Niesen.

January 08, 2023 at 09:17 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Roderick John "Rod" Niesen.

Rae Hughes - January 08, 2023 at 07:33 PM

Oh, the laughs and good times that this darling man always shared,
I am so blessed to have known him

January 08, 2023 at 10:55 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Roderick John "Rod" Niesen.

Robin Merante - January 07, 2023 at 09:43 PM

Rod was one of a kind, always smiling! Had a different nickname for
me every time he saw me.

https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.saccofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Lynn Brandt - January 07, 2023 at 08:51 PM

Sending thoughts and prayer to Greg and
Rod

Bob & Janice Pendergast - January 07, 2023 at 07:59 PM

We are deeply saddened by this news. Rod and Carol have been
our friends forever.. always had loads of fun and laughs. Rod had a
joke always at the ready. Rest In Peace my friend. You will always
be missed.

RA
Renee’ Abitabile - January 09, 2023 at 06:47 AM

So sorry to hear this sad news. Sending love and hugs to Carol and
family on the loss of this special man. He will be missed! 

JF

Jean (Earley) Fox - January 09, 2023 at 06:13 PM

Carole and family, we are so sorry to hear of Rod's passing. What a
wonderful neighbor he has been over the years. It was always such a
pleasure to run into both of you whenever I came to Hudson. He was
so good to my dad and always kept an eye out for him. Rod was one in
a million and did so much for the community as well. He will be missed.


